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ABSTRACT

How does the requirement of patents to disclose technological know-how affect patenting? We
study the effect of the disclosure requirement of patent systems by analyzing inventors’ patenting
behavior before and after the enactment of the American Inventor's Protection Act (AIPA) of
1999. While all US patent applications were historically disclosed upon grant, AIPA provided
US patent applicants the choice to publish their applications (or not) before grant. We develop a
model to derive propositions about AIPA's effect on inventors’ intensity of patent filings, their
willingness to pursue patent prosecution after learning about competing inventions, and their
patenting expenditures. We find that contrary to popular opinion, AIPA may have increased
inventors’ incentives to patent.



